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Quarter 4 Look ahead
Countries are invited to participate in the 11th meeting of 
the Task Force on Water and Climate organised by UNECE 
on 2 October 2020.

UNECE, jointly with OECD and with inputs from UBA and 
IOW, is organising a regional workshop on equitable 
and sustainable water allocation and water scarcity on 
5-6 October. The meeting presents an opportunity for a 
number of EUWI+ activities to be presented and shared 
with participants. 

On 4 November, the Environment Agency Austria (UBA) will 
do a webinar on COVID-19 monitoring in urban wastewater. 
This will inform about current developments of a sensitive 

and reliable method to analyse the SARS-CoV-2 virus in 
urban wastewater monitoring. The webinar is open to 
public health and water professionals, researchers as 
well as environmental and health authorities from EaP 
countries, to delegates from the EU and international 
institutions.

The OECD is organising a capacity development 
workshop on water related SDGs - Integration and 
Implementation in Eastern Partnership (EaP) Countries 
and beyond, on 23-24 November 2020.

The draft guidance document for the Armenian-Georgian 
joint transboundary monitoring program of water 
quality in Ktsia/Khrami-Debed river basin was shared 
with the Hydrometeorology and Monitoring Centre of 
the Ministry of Environment of Armenia and the National 
Environment Agency of the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Agriculture of the Republic of Georgia. 
The document was revised taking into consideration 
the comments of the beneficiaries. On 8-11 September 
2020, a transboundary field survey was organised in 
Khrami-Debed river basin with simultaneous sampling 
of the Armenian and Georgian teams. Results of the 
simultaneous survey will be shared in a joint report.

On 15 September 2020, countries participated at the 
INBO webinar “Water information systems, governance 
and the interests of remote sensing” on which. 360 
people from 73 countries registered for the event. Up to 
207 participants were simultaneously connected. This 
was an opportunity to remind about the methodological 
guide (handbook) published by INBO (in partnership 
with UNESCO-IHP, the Australian Meteorological Office 
and the World Meteorological Organization), which is 
available on its website in French and in English.

Through an EUWI+ webinar and survey, experts shared 
experiences of the needs and difficulties of access to 
data, the importance of having effective Information 
Systems, and good practice for structuring and managing 
these systems in national and cross-border contexts. 
Experience was also shared on the new perspectives 
offered by advanced remote sensing technologies, such 
as the use of data and satellite images for both qualitative 
and quantitative monitoring of water resources. Of 100 
people who responded to the survey conducted during 
the webinar, 91% confirmed to having concerns about 
accessing the necessary data and 74% identified the 
lack of national strategies and agreements between 
actors on shared data management as one of the main 
causes of this problem.

During a global 15th session of the IWRM Working 
Group under the Water Convention held as a hybrid 
meeting from 30 September to 2 October 2020 and 
attended by all 6 EaP countries, representatives from 
partner countries and Implementing Partners shared 
updates on recent outputs and achievements under 
EUWI+ programme. A representative of DG NEAR 
made a statement on behalf of the European Union. All 
documents, presentations and additional information is 
available on the meeting webpage: http://www.unece.
org/index.php?id=52818.

https://www.oieau.fr/projet/manuel-des-systemes-dinformation-sur-leau
https://www.inbo-news.org/en/documents/handbook-water-information-systems-administration-processing-and-exploitation-water
https://www.facebook.com/euwiplus/posts/803450187082440
https://www.facebook.com/euwiplus/posts/803450187082440
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=52818
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=52818

